
       1. Plan ahead. If possible, schedule your visit at least two weeks in advance. At some colleges, you may need to call 
two months in advance for an interview appointment. This will be especially true over the summer and around holidays.

       2. Prepare well. Read the information you have about the school. While on campus, you will want to test your 
impressions. Know why you are there. See how you fit. Think of good questions to ask. They should reflect understanding of 
the place and not be designed to trick anyone. Get a good night sleep the night before your visit.

       3. Dress comfortably. You don’t need to “dress to impress” nor should you dress down. The teenage equivalent of 
business casual will suffice. Your attire should complement you well and not detract from your overall presentation. If your 
attire distracts interviewers, they will lose sight of you.

       4. Arrive early. Give yourself time to stretch and walk around    before you make an official introduction. Find a snack 
bar or some place where you can comfortably take in campus life. Take advantage of opportunities to introduce yourself to 
the people you encounter.  Listen to their stories. When its time to check in at the admission     office, you take the lead.

       5. Relax. You need to give the impression that you are comfortable with the process. Establish good eye contact. 
Speak clearly and use appropriate grammar. Remember that your body language tells the other person a lot about you. 
Maintain good posture. Stow the gum. Smile!

       6. Take advantage of everything they have to offer. If a college offers interviews, take one. Take a tour. Ask to visit 
an academic department or program area in which you have an interest. Be prepared to ask    questions that reflect your 
interest. The people you meet, including interviewers, are most often impressed by the quality of the questions you ask. 
This is your chance to learn—and to make a good impression.
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“There is no such thing as a good ‘drive-by’ visit! You’ve got to stop the car, 
get out and walk around. If you can, talk to people. Get a feel for the place!” 
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       7. Knock on doors. Much of your campus visit will be staged for you. In effect, it will be theater with the intent to sell 
you on the institution. Give yourself an extra hour during each visit to go “back stage.” Go to the departments you are 
likely to frequent as a student and knock on doors. Introduce yourself to professors and ask questions like:

       8. Tell your story. If you find yourself in an interview or one-on-one situation with a member of the admission staff, be 
sure to share any extraordinary circumstances, good or bad, that influenced either your performance or perspective.

       9. Record your visit. Make notes as soon as you are able. Videotape or take pictures of the campus. Collect postcards. 
The more colleges you see, the more they will run together in your mind. Record the visit in a timely fashion to avoid 
confusion later.

       10. Follow-up. Your campus visit gives you a chance to collect impressions and establish relationships. Should 
you apply, you will benefit from the recollections that others have of your visit. Be sure to thank people for extending 
themselves to you.  Sending a thank you card or email to your interviewer and anyone who showed you hospitality is also a 
great way to be remembered!
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• “What do you teach?
• “Who do you teach—and how often?”
• “How often do you and your colleagues engage undergraduates in research or independent study?  

Can you tell me about some recent projects they have completed?
• “What do your students do after graduation? How does your department help prepare them for 

life after XYZ college?” (Learn what you can about outcomes.)

Don’t be surprised if a professor offers to show you around the department and give you a look at her research!  
And, while you are at it, find some students who are working or studying in the department. Ask them:

Through conversations such as these, you learn more about the culture of the institution and develop first-hand 
perspectives that you can cite later in your application essays.

• Why did you choose this college? This department? Has it met your expectations?  
Would you make the same choices all over again?

• How accessible are your professors? To whom do you turn when you need assistance?
• What have been your opportunities for experiential learning?
• What does the department do to help you prepare for life after XYZ College?
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