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The Key to Developing Student Ownership

It is the students themselves, in the end, not teachers, 
who decide what students will learn. Thus we must 
attend to what students are thinking, what their goals 
are, and why they would want to engage in learning 
what is offered in schools.

____________
Hattie, 2011
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think about
your students…

…explain the plan 
for their learning

that leads to 
mastery?

…articulate when 
they are learning

and when they 
are struggling?

…willingly take 
risks in their 
learning?

Can each and every student…

…state what 
they are 
learning
and why?



What am I 
learning?

How will I 
learn it?

How will I know I 
have learned it?

What is my role 
as a learner?

A Framework for Learning



As educators we have to recognize that we help maintain the achievement 
gap when we don’t teach advanced cognitive skills to students we label as 
‘disadvantaged’ because of their language, gender, race, or socioeconomic 
status. Many children start school with small learning gaps, but as they 
progress through school, the gap between African American and Latino and 
White students grows because we don’t teach them how to be independent 
learners. Based on these labels, we usually do the following:

• We underestimate what disadvantaged students are intellectually 
capable of doing.

• As a result, we postpone more challenging and interesting work until 
we believe they have mastered ‘the basics.’

• By focusing only on low-level basics, we deprive students of a 
meaningful or motivating context for learning and practicing higher 
order thinking processes.

Just increasing standards and instructional rigor won’t reverse this epidemic. 
Dependent learners cannot become independent learners by sheer willpower. 
It is not just a matter of grit or mindset. Grit and mindset are necessary but not 
sufficient by themselves. We have to help dependent students develop new 
cognitive skills and habits of mind that will actually increase their 
brainpower. Students with increased brainpower can accelerate their own 
learning, meaning they know how to learn new content and improve their 
weak skills on their own.

______________________________
Hammond, 2015
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Why Focus on Student Ownership?



Supporting Student Ownership 
of Curriculum

1   Tells them what they are learning and 
how they will show they have learned it.

Each and every student is supported by 
a curriculum that…

2   Offers an integrated approach with 
conceptual redundancy.

3   Allows for access to rigorous materials.



Supporting Student Ownership 
of Instruction

1   Student-to-student conversations.

Each and every student is supported by 
instruction that includes 

meaningful engagement through…

2   Highly effective strategies.

3   Efficient use of time.



Supporting Student Ownership 
of Assessment

1   Monitors their understanding.

Each and every student is supported by 
assessment that…

2   Offers specific feedback and  
adjustments if needed.

3   Allows for differentiation.



Supporting Student Ownership 
of Climate

1   Respectful, and promotes scholarly 
behaviors.

Each and every student is supported by 
an academic climate that is…

2  Cooperative and facilitates risk taking.

3  Collaborative.



Who Supports Student Ownership?



* We help STUDENTS understand…

* We help PARENTS understand…

How Does Elevated Achievement 
Develop Student Ownership?

How can I own my 
learning?

How can I 
support my child to 
own their learning?



* We help TEACHERS understand…

* We help SCHOOLS understand…

* We help GEAR UP understand…

How supportive is my 
site in having students own 

their learning?

How can we support our 
schools to have all students 

owning their learning?

What supports 
do my students need to 

own their learning?

How Does Elevated Achievement 
Develop Student Ownership?



Data represents a sample of 60 classrooms that were scored on a 6-point scale.

Curriculum Data
November 2016

Summary Data: Curriculum 5 4 3 2 1 0 Avg.

C1:  Each and every student is supported by relevant 
standards with measurable and achievable outcomes that are 
accessible and drive all learning.

0 3 3 4 15 35 0.73

C2:  Each and every student is supported by units and lessons 
that provide an integrated approach and that support 
conceptual redundancy of the learning outcomes.

0 0 1 7 19 33 0.60

C3:  Each and every student is supported by relevant 
standards with measurable and achievable outcomes that are 
accessible and drive all learning.

0 1 4 2 31 22 0.85

Curriculum Average 0.73

0.73 0.60
0.85 0.73

0.00

1.00

2.00

3.00

4.00

5.00

C1 C2 C3 Curriculum Average

Average 2016 Scores: Curriculum



Academic Climate Review
November 2016

Curriculum

Instruction

Assessment

Climate

Score 0 Score 1 Score 2 Score 3 Score 4 Score 5



2016

2017

2018

Score 0 Score 1 Score 2 Score 3 Score 4 Score 5

Academic Climate Review
2016 – 2018



Percentage of students that met standard Change from

2015 2018 2015 to 2018
High School 31% 49.2% +18.2%
District 41% 44% +3%
State of California 56% 56% No change

English Language Arts

Percentage of students that met standard Change from

2015 2018 2015 to 2018
High School 8% 22% +14%
District 15% 17% +2%
State of California 30% 31.4% +1.4%

Mathematics

Evidence of Academic Growth
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questions



Support your students on 
their journey to

Visit www.eagi.org



Connect with us to develop student ownership.

www.eagi.org


