
 

 

COLLEGE BINGO LINGO DEFINITION KEY 

 
 
GUA: GEAR UP Alabama. Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs. A seven 
year grant that increases the number of low-income students who are prepared to enter and succeed in 
postsecondary education. 
 
CERTIFICATE: A document acknowledging the completion of a specific course of study on par with 
college-level academics. A certificate focuses on one very specific area of study as opposed to a field of 
study covered by a longer degree program. For example, community college students may become 
certified in digital photography, management, studio art, marketing, computer skills, and more. 
 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE: Schools that teach trades and offer more hands-on classes. Usually granted a 
certificate or associates degree upon completion. This would include barber or cosmetology schools.  
 
ASSOCIATE'S DEGREE: A degree that generally takes two years of study and is awarded by a community, 
junior, or business college.  
 
BACHELOR'S DEGREE: An academic degree which usually takes four years to earn and is awarded by a 
college or university. 
 
MASTER'S DEGREE: An advanced university program for college graduates completed after you have 
earned a four-year degree. 
 
DOCTORAL/PhD: Doctor of Philosophy. Also called a doctorate; the highest degree awarded by a 
university, usually to a person who has completed several years of intense graduate study. 
 
FAFSA: Free Application for Federal Student Aid, form to apply for federal financial aid. Filing your FAFSA 
can tell you if you are eligible to receive a Pell grant or receive government loans. 
 
GRANT: This is a form of financial aid provided by the Federal government to students who indicate a 
high level of financial need. A college grant does not need to be paid back. 
 
LOANS: Subsidized (need based) and unsubsidized (non-need based), guaranteed by the federal 
government and available to students to fund education. Repayment begins 6 months after a student 
has graduated. 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS: Gift of money to enable students to continue their studies or training.  
 
TUITION: The fee that colleges charge to take their classes. Tuition is usually charged per credit-hour. 
 
ORIENTATION: An often mandatory introduction of new students to the college or university; to fellow 
students; to their advisors; and to the policies, practices, and objectives of the school. 
 
WORK STUDY: A type of financial aid which pays students to work part-time, often on campus, during 
the academic year.  
 
PRIVATE COLLEGES: NOT supported by taxes provided by the government (though government-
provided financial aid may still be used). Private colleges and universities tend to cost more than 
attending a public college or university.  
 



GPA: Grade Point Average. A measure of a student's academic achievement, or the average value of the 
accumulated final grades earned in courses over time. (e.g. 4.0 is an A average. 3.0 is a B average.)  
 
TRANSCRIPT: A copy of your class schedules and grades produced by your school. You need to send a 
copy of your transcript to colleges that you apply to.  
 
STUDENT RESUME: A summary of skills, abilities and accomplishments gained throughout high school. 
 
FINANCIAL AID: Money available from various sources to help students pay college expenses. These 
funds come as loans, grants, or scholarships from the state or federal government or other 
organizations. Work-study is also a form of financial aid. The FAFSA determines the amount awarded.  
 
SYLLABUS: Written class requirements or a course outline given by instructors. A syllabus usually 
includes the professor's contact information, office hours, an outline of the course, due dates of 
assignments, and a grading policy. 
 
PRE-REQUISITE: A class that is required to take before you take another similar class.  
 
CREDIT HOUR: A unit which represents a successfully finished part of an educational course. To 
graduate or earn a particular degree, a student must complete X number of credits in a variety of 
courses (usually 60 credits for a 2-year degree and 120 for a 4-year degree).  
 
ACT: American College Testing, is an alternative to the SAT. This test is widely accepted by a broad range 
of institutions and is administered throughout the school year. The ACT assesses English, mathematics, 
reading, and science reasoning.  
 
SAT: A popular college admission exam, the SAT assesses critical reading, math, and writing. It’s offered 
throughout the academic year at approved test centers.  
 
DUAL ENROLLMENT: The opportunity to earn college credit and high school credit from the same 
course. Certain course credits can be transferred to a degree-granting institution. 
 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS: The process through which students enter education at universities and 
colleges. This could include an application, essay, recommendation letters, GPA and test scores. 
 
FACULTY: An educator who works at a college or university.  
 
CATALOG: Provides information about a college or university for prospective students and those already 
enrolled at the school. Might include mission statements, policies, procedures, course definitions, etc. 
 
CALENDAR: Maintain deadlines for payment, registration, grades, as well as special events.  
 
COLLEGE PREP COURSES: Rigorous high school courses designed to prepare students for college 
admission and success.  
 
RESIDENCY STATUS: In state, out of state and international status identifies if a student lives in the same 
state where the college or university is located. Most schools have different tuition rates and fees based 
on residency status, with in-state tuition typically being the lesser amount.   
 
ROOM AND BOARD: Refers to lodging, utilities, and food provided while living on a college campus. This 
fee is usually built into your tuition. Most 4-year colleges require freshman to live on campus for at least 
one year. 
 
 

 


