
The SAT and Family Income 





Question 

How many points on the SAT or 

ACT make the difference 

between a student being accepted 

or rejected from a certain 

university?  



Answer 

 The Wall Street Journal found that 30 

points on the SAT and 1-2 points on 

the ACT is all it takes to differentiate 

students from their competition.  

 



Who We Serve 

 Study Smart Tutors works to help students become the 

first in their families to attend and graduate college.   

 

We Work With Students From… 

 GEAR UP Programs 

 School Districts  

 TRiO Programs 

 College Access Programs 

 Community Organizations 

 State Outreach Programs 
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What Obstacles do our Students Face?  



Question  

What mistakes do GEAR UP programs make when 

trying to prepare students for standardized tests? 



A Big Problem…. 



What We Do… 



Chalk Talk  

 What will your role be in helping students prepare for 

standardized tests? 

 



Chalk Talk  

 What will your role be in helping students prepare for 

standardized tests? 

 How will you make this happen? 

 

 What is MY biggest challenge? 

 How will I overcome it? 







Setting Goals 

 

“I want to do well on 

the ACT/SAT” 
 



Setting Goals 

 

“I want to do well in 

my geometry class” 
 



Setting Goals 

 

 

 
 

HS Geometry 

I want an A 

An A means 90%+ 

How do I track my progress? 



SMART GOALS 

Specific 
Measurable
  

Attainable 

Results-
Based 

Timed 



Test PREP GOALS  

 

1. What schools do I want to go to? 

2. What SAT/ACT scores do those schools typically 

require? 

3. How many questions do I need to answer correctly 

in each section? 

 

 

 



ACT PREP GOALS  

 

 University of Texas 

Average ACT Composite = 25 

Math, Reading, English, Science 

Math Raw = 40, Reading Raw = 27 



Scaled Score English (75 questions) Math (60 questions) Reading (40 questions) Science (40 questions) 

36 75 60 40 40 

35 73-74 59 39 39 

34 71-72 58 38 - 

33 70 56-57 37 38 

32 69 55 36 37 

31 67-68 54 35 - 

30 66 52-53 34 36 

29 65 50-51 32-33 35 

28 63-64 48-49 31 33-34 

27 62 45-47 30 32 

26 60-61 42-44 29 30-31 

25 58-59 40-41 27-28 28-29 

24 56-57 37-39 26 26-27 

23 54-55 35-36 24-25 25 

22 52-53 33-34 23 23-24 
21 49-51 31-32 22 21-22 

20 46-48 29-30 20-21 19-20 

19 43-45 26-28 19 18 

18 41-42 24-25 18 16-17 

17 39-40 21-23 16-17 15 

16 36-38 17-20 15 14 

15 33-35 14-16 14 13 

14 30-32 11-13 12-13 12 

13 28-29 9-10 11 11 

12 26-27 7-8 9-10 10 

11 24-25 6 8 9 

10 22-23 5 6-7 7-8 

9 20-21 4 - 6 

8 17-19 3 5 5 

7 14-16 - 4 4 

6 11-13 2 3 3 

5 8-10 - - - 

Average 

ACT 

scores are 

only 

slightly 

better than 

50% 

correct! 



Test Prep 

is  

Hard! 



 

 

 

 

Practice makes permanent…. 

 

 

 

 

How Students can Improve Scores 



 

Perfect practice 

makes PERFECT 
 

 

 

 

How Students can Improve Scores 



 

Outsmarting 

Standardized Tests 



John Q. Public: 
  

Think about the type of student that the test writers, want 
you to be.   

  

 John is the average student in both test scores and high 
school grades.  

 

 John is the type of student who will fall for all of the SAT 
and ACT traps.  



Example  
  

 19. Cindy walked to work at an average   

 speed of 6 miles an hour and biked back   

 along the same route at 10 miles per hour.   

 If her total traveling time was 2 hours, how   

 long is the distance from her house to work? 

   (A) 6 

   (B) 6.25 

   (C) 7.5 

   (D) 8 

   (E) 10 
  

  



òEveryoneõs 

got a plan  

Until they 

get hit.ó 

 

-Mike Tyson  





Turn and Talk 

 

What are some different ways that test prep can be 

implemented? 

 

 



Next Steps 



Customized Service 



Start Small, but dream BIG 



How Study Smart Tutors can Help 

• Staff Training 

• Materials Licensing 
Staff 

• Senior Review Bootcamps 

• Saturday Academy Classes 

• Summer Programs Students 



Discussion 

 In your IDEAL world, what tools would your students 

bring to the SAT and ACT? 

 

 What steps will I take to get them there? 



Staff Training and Materials 

Discard long and boring textbooks! 

Engage your students with interactive materials 

Help students without being a “test prep expert” 



Materials Program   

Student Workbooks 

Teacher/Tutor/Staff  
Workbooks 

PPT slides 

Lesson notes 



Level I Training 

 Test Foundations Trainings and Materials 

 For 8th-10th Grade Students 

 

Goals 

1. Prepare students for the gauntlet of upcoming exams 

2. Provide students with math and reading fundamental 

skills 

 



Level I Training 

One 3-Hour 
Training 

Takes place 
at central 

site(s) 

Includes 
license for 

materials for 
all students 



Level I Training Strands 

Intro to Tests and 
Test Prep Training

  

Level I Math 
(Fundamentals) 

Training 

Level I Reading 
and Writing  

(Fundamentals) 

Training 



Level I In-Person Training 

One 3-Hour Staff 
Training 

Materials License for 
all Students 

$5,500+travel/Training 



Level I Skype Training 

One 3-Hour 
Staff Training 

Materials 
License for all 

Students 

$3,200/Training 



SST-Led Courses 

 

 

Test prep class built around your schedule 

Custom syllabus for your program 

Your students interact with our charismatic and 
knowledgeable team 



Your Custom Quote 

To submit your information for a custom quote, please visit 

our website! 

 

Student Class Inquiry 

http://studysmarttutors.com/student-class-contact-form/ 

 

Staff Training Inquiry 

http://studysmarttutors.com/staff-training-contact-form/ 
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Jack Friedman 

(818) 457-1728 

JackF@StudySmartTutors.com 

 

Ben Yarin 

(415) 895-0372 

BenY@StudySmartTutors.com 

 

 

www.StudySmartTutors.com 
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Our Results 
Description SAT 

Reading 

SAT Math SAT Writing Total ACT Equivalent 

Study Smart Tutorsô 

Students (Before our 

SAT Classes) 

N=700 

428 453 414 1295 17 

Our students (After 

ONE 3-hour SAT 

Bootcamp) 

N=320 

440 460 448 1348 18.5 

Our students (After 

10-hours of SAT Prep) 

N=225 

490 543 494 1527 21.5 

Our students (after 20-

hours of prep) 

N=85 

508 570 525 1603 23 



ACT SAT 

Length 3 hours 25 minutes 3 hours 45 minutes 

Sections 4 Sections (+1 optional essay) 10 Sections  

Areas Tested English, Math, Science (Optional 

Writing) Reading 

Critical Reading, Writing, 

Math 

Reading Comparison 4 Passages, 10 questions per 

passage 

9 passages, as well as 

sentence completions 

Science Comparison Science Reasoning (READING COMP) No science 

Math Comparison ¼ of overall score, Includes 

trigonometry 

1/3 of overall score, no 

trigonometry 

Essay Comparison Optional, last section, 30 min First thing, 25 min 

Scoring 1-36, 21 is national average 200-800 ,1500 is average 

Guessing Penalty None -¼ for each incorrect answer 

How to Prepare content is difficult but 

straightforward 

Content is not hard, very 

tricky 

Great for students 

who are… 

DƻƻŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎΣ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ άōƻƻƪ-

ǎƳŀǊǘέΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ 

foundation in each subject 

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ άǎǘǊŜŜǘ-

ǎƳŀǊǘΣέ who, who can 

understand tricks 


