
March 3, 2005

Senator Barbara Boxer

312 N. Spring Street, Suite 1748

Los Angeles, CA  90012

Dear Senator Boxer:

My name is ______________________________and I am a __________grade student at ________________________ in the city of _______.   At my school, I have the opportunity to participate in the GEAR UP Program which has helped me learn more about college.  I plan to go to college when I graduate from high school in _________.
I am writing you this letter because I want you to know how important participating in the GEAR UP Program has been in my life.  I have the opportunity to hear from GEAR UP Staff, college students, teachers, and university staff about what it takes to get ready to go to college, such as what classes I need to take, what grades I need to earn, and what tests I need to take.   I have also learned about how I can apply for financial aid if I need money to go to college or how I can get scholarships if I get good grades.  (IF APPLICABLE) I have had the opportunity to participate in fieldtrips to universities, such as ______ and participate in a summer program _____.     (IF APPLICABLE) I attend tutoring to help me in subjects, like Math and English when I need extra help in my classes.  These programs have helped me think about how I need to prepare to go a university like that when I’m older.

My teachers now tell us often that we are on the right track to go to college.  My parents are also attending meeting to learn how they can help me and my child-get ready for college. They tell us that they work hard so we can have a better future and college will help us achieve that better future.

Thank you for making sure our school gets the money to do this helpful program.  I know I wouldn’t have thought about college now if this program was not in our school.

I would like to invite you to visit us so that you can see how well we are doing and you will see how good this program is and how hard we work in school to make our dream for college a reality.

Thank you,

