
March 3, 2005

Senator Barbara Boxer

312 N. Spring Street, Suite 1748

Los Angeles, CA  90012

Dear Senator Boxer:

The GEAR UP Program has been an instrumental program at ________ School in influencing educational reform and providing valuable college and universities resources and information helping our students serving our school.  The program’s holistic approach to working with a school through serving students, families, and educators functions as a catalyst empowering students with opportunities to progress to college.  As a result, GEAR UP serves a critical role in _______ School District.    In this district (Tailor this section to your school/district) of over _______ students, ____ of whom are _____, ___% are English Language Learners, and ____% who receive free and reduced lunch are low-income.   The GEAR UP Program works to create an environment of collaboration and learning across all systems of education, strengthening the pipeline to the baccalaureate and graduate education for all students regardless of their socio-economic status.

Committed to enhancing educational opportunities for students, educators, and parents, GEAR UP has initiated various changes at the school site level.  Highlights of program impacts during the 2003-2004 school year include: (Site specific highlights and include numerical data showing the program’s impact at your school/community.)
In addition, GEAR UP has prompted various policy reform efforts widening opportunities of access and retention promoting and increasing academic success and college preparation.  A few examples of local policies include: (Site specific highlights and include numerical data showing the program’s impact at your school/community.)
GEAR UP has worked to develop and enhance a college-going culture widening the opportunities for all stakeholders.  In our school, over ______ students and their families are served by this program annually.

Your support for the GEAR UP Program ensures educational opportunities for all students and families in our community.

Respectfully yours,

